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Abstract:. The current study adopts the critical discourse analysis to investigate the way presenters
of Al-Sharqyia Satellite Channel use to view events and actions during the Iraqi demonstrations.
It aims to show the presenters' prejudices whether they are with Us (the Iraqi protesters) or with
Them (the government). It also tries to investigate that Al-Shargia presenters are neutral or not,
and prejudiced with one-sided ideology towards the conflicted parties. The focus of the problem
is to show whether reports are prejudiced towards the Iraqi protesters rather than the
government's security forces or not through observing the discourse features in which one can
understand the ideology of the text or the talk by following Van Dijk's model. Al-Sharqyia News
presenters' ideologies will be analyzed through the use of some discourse features following Van
Dijk's (1998) model of 'ideological square'. It concludes that the presenters are not impartial; rather,
they have a biased ideology that favors the demonstrators in Iraq against the government.

Keywords: Al-Sharqyia Presenters' Ideology, CDA, Ideological sequare, Van Dijk's Theory of
Mental Model

1. Introduction

Van Dijk's theory of ideology is the current study framework. Van Dijk (2001) defines
it as a special form of social cognition that is shared by social groups. So, from Van Dijk's
definition, one will be aware that the fundamental way of representing his\her social
practices, general view of life, values, attitudes, emotions, and prejudices utilizing
discourse.

As it has been already mentioned, ideologies fundamentally serve as a mirror of
social representations and practices. They also serve as a control of knowledge. Which
knowledge is meant here? Well, the knowledge that is acquired and shared by a group,
namely the epistemic group or group knowledge whose members live in the same
situation, at the same time, shared the same contexts. To simplified, knowledge is justified
by beliefs that are said to be true and far away from opinions and false beliefs. Ideologies
that are learned during life can be changed by the persons' schema in a very efficient way,
(Van Dijk, 2001, p.13). Following cognitive science, knowledge has been structured in
several formats in the individual's mind. "Thus, scripts, frames, scenarios, associative
networks, and various kinds of schemata have been proposed to render the organized
nature of belief systems (see, e.g., Schank & Abelson, 1977).
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Thus, ideologies are often observed or manifested in the form of polarized thought,
opinions, action, or discourse. Christopher Hart (2014) in his book Discourse, Grammar,
and Ideology states that discourse is not just a linguistic practice, but also is a social practice
that contributes to the formation of the social systems, situations, institutions, and
ideologies in which it is embedded., (p.3).

In this regard, it is significant to highlight the meaning of attitudes, Van Dijk (2001)
defines it as forms of social representations; they are socially shared opinions; they are
general but limited to specific social domains, and they may be organized by underlying
ideologies. There are many forms of ideologies such as feminism, sexism, racism,
socialism, neoliberalism, and ecologism people may have specific attitudes about issues,
such as abortion, immigration, thedeath penalty, euthanasia, or drugs, among many
others, (p.16).

Hart (2014) states that through the ‘normalization” of ideology (another is through
‘legitimation’) language ( or discourse) effects social actions and relations, (p.3(. Eagleton
(1991) states that ideology carries a derogatory meaning and is applied to perspectives
promoted in the interests of specific social groups rather than just viewing the world, (p.
29(.

Van Dijk (1998) states that ideologies involve an Us/Them polarization. Positive
beliefs about and attitudes towards Us (the Iraqi protesters) and negative beliefs about and
attitudes towards Them (the government). He also states that the beliefs and values of
epistemic groups and their relationship with other groups, i.e., opponents or enemies, are
observed as 'ideologies'. In other words, ideologies refer to the fundamental social,
economic, political, or cultural interests of an epistemic group.

2. Materials and Methods

TV Channel's political programms play a powerful and significant role in modern
society by creating and/or altering public attitudes and beliefs, they have an impact on
events both domestically and globally. Some linguistic studies were accomplished to view
the Media ideologies and explore some cultural directions such as hegemonies, prejudices,
dominations, supports, and so forth. In Iraqi, Mosul University, Al-Sa’ati -in his published
paper-tackles the ideologies of some Iraqi channels to show how those channels share the
same public opinions in presenting subtitles via the structure and the content. He analyzed
his paper using critical Discourse Analysis. In Iran, Azad University, Shojaei, A., &
Laheghi, F. (2012), also used CDA in their paper to investigate how the political translator's
ideology affects his direction in translation. Critically, they reached the result that
translators' ideologies are control factors in which the translated news is presented to the
masses via texts.

Moreover, in Yemen, Al Kharusi, R. (2017) investigated the subject of how ideology
was employed as an instrument of hegemony in Al Jazeera TV political debates that took
place during the 2011-2012 Yemen revolution. The researcher distinguished two
viewpoints: the government, which stood for President Ali Abdullah Saleh and his
a]dministration, and the demonstrators, who stood for the unhappiness of the people
assembling in squares and calling for the president's resignation.

In Jordan-Middle East University- Oreqat, A., Abuhasirah, R., & Al-badri, H. (2023)
in their article usw Van Dijk's Sequare in analyzing "Friendly Fire" (NiranSadeeqah)
programms episodes. They tend to reveal the politicians' ideologies and how they
emphasize showing negative things about each other via their discourse.

The current study tends to view the TV presenters' ideologies via their political
debates (political media discourse). Van Dijk's square is also used to critically analyze the
presenters' discourse. Al-Sharqgia News TV Channel is chosen by the researcher because it
has a strong presence during the demonstration.
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3. Results

Van Dijk's Mental Models

The term mental models are used by Van Dijk to explain the interface of the cognitive
structures in the individual's mind concerning his\ her discourse that s\ he uses in talk or
text, also taking in regard the social structures. Mental models are very simple in which it
is used for controlling what is spoken at each moment and that is done by relating what
is spoken to what is said by others. It deals with the knowledge in which one relates to
time and place, thinks of the participants, their role, identity, aims. So, it is a matter of
appropriateness. That what Van Dijk himself mentions in his lecture 'Discourse and
Knowledge' (to see more, e.g., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxfc-WJRKEM).

Van Dijk (2001) states that mental models represent the facts as people recognize them.
So, their role is to define the situation. That means they also feature the personal opinions
and these opinions may serve as an embodiment of social attitudes that may be controlled
by ideologies, (p.17).

Ultimately, attitudes are influenced by ideologies and these serve as a mirror to
individual's opinions of group members represented in their mental models about specific
people and events, which in turn control meaning production of text and talk about such
events, (Van Dijk. 2001. P.17).

iscourse Structures

The interface of Cognitive
Structures

Social Structures

Figure (1): Illustration of the interface of the cognition to filling the gap between the
social and discourse structures.

Van Dijk's Mental Context and its Role in Observing Ideology

The notion of context is highly significant to be mentioned here, it concerns the
communicative events that the people talk about and participate in which discourse is the
means of communication, (Van Dijk, 2001, p.17). The context exists in the mind of (the
mental model of the communicative event). Hence, the mental models of the
communicative event and the current social situation as it constrains current discourse
will be called context models, or simply contexts (for detail, see Van Dijk, 1999). A very
important question to be raised here, why people in the same situation talk in different
ways although they are in the same social situation? Well, each one has his\her own
context (existed in the mental model) because each one has his\her own knowledge and
understands other discourse in a slightly different way.

Furthermore, the context models are dynamic and not static mental models in which they
are constructed and reconstructed by each participant interacting in an event and change
with each change in the interpretation of the situation and discourse, (Van Dijk, 2001,
p-18).

Ideology and TV News Programmes

Journalists claim that their reports and newspapers denote transparency and objectivity
and that they are simply far from independent and accept public debates and
controversies about their reports, (Wdak, 2001, p.6). But all of these allegations are
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incorrect because the journalists are always trying to persuade the public about their ideas
through their written or spoken language. So, discourse is shaped by ideology, and
ideology is conversely shaped in discourse (Jager, 2001: 50). Tackling the presenters'
styles, Bell (1997) states that their styles are often subordinated or merged with a shared
institutional style of the news agency that is designed to meet the expectations of a
perceived target audience, (p,243).

Van Dijk (1998)explains that the journalists' ideologies in their social, political, and
institutional articles influence their opinions, so that will influence their discourse
structures, (p21).

The statements that are made by the presenters give us a clear knowledge about the topic,
participants, and events are represented in the text by an ideological standpoint, (Fowler,
1991, p. 66). Prejudices and attitudes that are revealed by the Ideology of discourses while
subjects and participants are shaped by the text, (Hall, 1997, p. 45). Grouping people or
participants by using specific vocabularies in the news can give a strong judgment for
them. That's why it is significant to convey the ideological message to the readers, (Fowler
1991, p. 84). News structure analysis helps us to investigate where and how ideologies
preferably manifest themselves in news reports (Van Dijk, 1995, p. 195).

1. Van Dijk's Square: Model of Analysis

the general characteristics of group conflict and the way the positive group interacts with
the opposed or negative group, Van Dijk (1998, p. 267) formulate a strategy that combines
underlying social beliefs to their expression in discourse. It also describes the way people
talk about themselves and others. This strategy enables the researcher to use a very subtle
ideological analysis model and applies it to other structures in the expression of ideology.
Van Dijk's (1998) following strategy is the most common model in analyzing the
ideologies of journalists' discourses:

a4 YN

eEmphasizing our positive features by expressing
Positive-self good information about Us.

| representation
| *De-emphasizing our negative features by

| expressing bad information about Them.

*Emphasizing their negative features by
Ne gative-self expressing negative information about Them.

|
! representatin
*De-emphasizing their positive features by

{ | expressing bad information about Them.
N i

Figure (2): Van Dijk's Four strategies for analyzing political ideologies.
Features of Discourse as Ideological Hints

This section will facilitate the study of journalists' ideologies to the researchers. The
researchers will have the ability to investigate the journalists' ideologies, prejudices,
opinions via their discourse. To do so, Van Dijk (1995, 1998) presents discourse features
that are expected to articulate the ideologies of them. These features are as following:
¥ Topics
Topics or themes are very important discourse features that convey the focus or the
meaning of the whole discourse in which they tell us what the discourse is about. One can
recognize the speakers' abstract ideologies via topicalization of discourse, (Van Dijk, 1998,
p- 44).

Regarding the ideology, during talk speakers tend to emphasize their positiveness and
de-emphasize their negativeness by using topicalization via their discourse. Conversely,
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they also tend to emphasize others' negativeness and de-emphasize their positiveness,
(ibid.).

¥ Levels of Description

The level of description is a very useful discourse feature because it concerns with the
many levels of representing ideologies via discourse. This occurs when the journalists
present a few details of information or description about an event at either the general
level or the level of specifics. We will usually be more specific and more detailed about
our good things and the bad things of the others, and vice versa (Van Dijk, 1998, p. 45;
Bazzi, 2009, p. 49).

% Contrast

Contrast is used to read persons' ideologies, and the latter can be manifested when two or
more groups have conflicting interests and these can be realized by various forms of
polarization, (Van Dijk, 1995, p. 45). Polarization is semantically formed by the feature of
contrast in which the speakers show their positive things and others negative things, that
is to say, 'we work hard; they are lazy; they easily get, and we do not', serve here to
illustrate the concept of polarization. Hence, ideologies can be illustrated by polarization
via discursive structures, (ibid., p. 46).

9 The Use of Examples and Illustration

Van Dijk (1998) highlights another significant feature of discourse that helps the
researchers to investigate persons' ideologies especially journalists', (p.49). It is formulated
by the use of examples or illustrations via discourse. It often can be represented by stories
about our positive or good deeds and other negative or bad endeavors. People always
need to use examples and illustrations when they talk about bad or negative features of
others to give the hearers experiential evidence to avoid the negative evaluation of the
hearers, (ibid).

2. Data Collection

The researcher uses observation method to collect the data. Some programmes are chosen
such as 'Silent Majority', 'News Harvest', and 'People of the City: Ahl Al-madina’. Some
shows are observed and selected from Youtube channel in which Al-Sharqia listed them
in form of playlists.

3. Data Analysis

To be Aware of...

Iraq has been witnessing since the beginning of October of the year 2019 a wave of
demonstrations in which thousands of people went out in the capital Baghdad and the
number of other cities, in protest against the spread of corruption, unemployment and
poor public services. However, the security forces tried to break up these demonstrations
using water cannons and tear gas, but after escalating they resorted to firing rubber and
live bullets, which resulted in more than a hundred deaths and thousands during the first
six days of it. Conveying the events of the Iraqi demonstration, the media, namely Al-
Sharqya Satellite Channel, plays a very significant and effective role in conveying the
unenvious events of Baghdad and other cities in Iraq.

The Eastern Satellite channel (Al-Sharqyia), (Arabic: 48,4 ;sx) is Iraq's first privately
owned satellite channel owned by Saad al-Bazzaz, the tycoon and the editor in chief of the
Azzaman newspaper. The current study attempts to investigate the role of Al-Sharqyia
during the Iraqi demonstrations taking into account the journalists' ideologies to know
whether this channel is not neutral but rather has a prejudiced and a one-sided ideology
towards the protesters rather than government and that will be investigated by the
journalists' discourse.

Topics

Topicalization is considered as a significant discourse feature that is used by Al-Sharqyia
journalists and TV presenters, to reveal their ideologies by tackling the political and social
issues especially in conveying the events of the Iraqi protests, the case of the study. There
are two versions for Al-Sharqyia Satellite channel the first version is called Al-Sharqyia
and the second is called Al-Sharqyia HD. The TV programs that the study deals with are
"iglel dla" (the English 'The Silent Majority') and "suasll s LaY" (the English: News
Harvest), both of them are broadcasted on Al-Sharqyia News. Another TV program that
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is found supportive to Van Dijk's ideological square is "Jal 424" (the English: People of
the City or Ahl Al-madina talk show) which is broadcasted on Al-Sharqyia HD, so take a
look at the ideologies that are implemented in the headlines of these programs:

Aialia At
Silent Majority: TV
Show

The Topicalization

Positive\Negative action of the Iraqi

protesters\the government

il jall) el e Blial 5 elaall cial il e

News Harvest: TV

The Topicalization

Show 1 Calls for bloodshed and peaceful Negative behavior of the government
demonstrations
Sl g il il seal ST Al ja iy da

Show 2 Has the stage of silencing the Iragi street | Negative behavior of the government
started?
de 5 pia e 5 dpalis ol jallss

Show 3 Peaceful demonstrations and legitimate Positive behavior of the Iragi protesters
demands

G IAY) slaal)

Positive\Negative action of the Iraqi

protesters\the government

Ahl Al-madina Talk
Show

Topicalization

Show
Crmalad) (9 paUsial) g 5 dim ol a1y pail ales
il
Show 4 Tahrir Square: Slogans against Positive behavior of the Iragi protesters
intimidating peaceful demonstrators
and violence
5 O e Aldladl B 0 3a il Aasdae
bl
Show 5 Negative behavior of the government
Najaf Massacre: Sadness in keeping the
loss of its best youth
5 e i a5 abdll cuaisale) rgppaall dalu
el Y
Show 6 Al-Sadrin Square: Reerecting tents and Positive behavior of the Iragi protesters
eradicating the effects of Wednesday
massacre
Aald) ol i3 yaee Al 3 gl ¢y il (56
Show 7 Tahrir Tunnel: Large student crowds Positive behavior of the Iragi protesters
meet the Square Call.
ALl Jai
People of the City: Positive\Negative action of the Iraqi

protesters\the government

Show 8

Ohy oW

Gl llaall g pallaiall Guy ) slay () el alell
Ll

#We_want_home

The Iraqi flag rises above the heads of
the demonstrators demanding the

stolen rights

This refers to the positive behavior of
the Iraqi protesters and the negative
behavior of the government because its
role is to provide all the legitimate rights

to its people
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Show 9

Ohy 2o

Negative behavior of the government |
#We_want_Home

: . » . Positive behavior of the Iragi protesters
Al-Diwaniya joins Al-Nasiriya with a

symbolic funeral for martyrs

Show 10

Ohy 2%
Al adal aall luaall ) siley 450 gl 41

Positive behavior of the Iraqi protesters

Oooalaiall Calladd 4. Sa) ap \
Negative behavior of the government as
#We_want_home .
.. . a result of never responding to the
Diwaniya students declare civil
5 . . protesters' demands.
disobedience as the government did not

respond to protesters' demands

Level of Description
The Al-Sharqyia Satellite channel presenters use many levels for describing the events of
the Iraqi protest via their discourse that is used throughout their news. They use many
details and specifics while talking about the negative behaviors of the government in Iraq.
In opposite, they use no details or specifics while talking about the Iraqi protesters. The
following table represents these levels of descriptions by taking Al-Sharqyia presenters'
discourse and analyze it:

Adala Ate
Silent Majority: TV Show

Positive\Negative
behavior of th
Level of the ¢ elzwor orthe
Selected Text L. Iraqi
Description
protesters\the
government

Show 1:

AL clebudl 338 &l geall e ae )l Ao

B (e ey e Sall el 2 Y) (se 5 Al
disle] o a3, Lyl alay Adaalll o2a s i yisY)
Layf dnad 5 g 380 jall colladlaall (amy 3 L 3a
Aaaiie 38 jpal) cillailaall 5 2 asdl (5 413 5
Lyl g Vi) (e Lyl Caglae Jaus g allall e

5 Oaoallaiall JUas 3alallS Al geaa Chlga (ge COlS jal
Okl

Despite calls to restore Internet service Many details,
in the Iragi governorates, the Iraqi specific
government partially returned it and
then cut it again, resulting in Baghdad's
outage from the outside world. There
are also fears of unknown bodies'
actions kidnapping and detaining
demonstrators, which have caused
panic among Iragi demonstrators.

Negative
behavior of the
government

Show 2

Liliall jalsill dala e liall ¢l o3 llia o gl
Saa) Lad o) 55 5l 050 glaiaY) dpal e
Aguzalal) AN cleludl JSA 31 el Laals
Today, there are calls to keep the
peaceful demonstration to keep the
peaceful protest without being dragged
by the events that Iraq has seen in the
last few hours

Few details, Positive behavior
general of the Iraqi
description protesters
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LY L@l il yumil] o ol SN
aild sl Galia ) alasiud 5 ol ol caas

Ju g geall dluall i@l f il el Siaadiin
sy e gl e < Al ) sl palia )
LS Lot aia ) il seall e (g yaliiall
Ao

238 20 5ol Al 3 (pa il (po il oS 138 35mg
G o Y sall L @ sady A adle Y1 G
il Jle

Negative
And if today some statements were Many details, a & .
Show 3 . . o _ behavior of the
made by the security leaders who said specific description
) government
that live bullets were not used, then we
say, you used tear gas or bombs instead
of living bullets that penetrated tens
and hundreds of the demonstrators'
heads, despite there are calls to prevent
them from being used as forbidden.
Positive\Negative
. behavior of the
G JAY) dlaal) Level of the ]
- Selected Text L. Iraqi
News Harvest: TV Show Description
protesters\the
government
5Bl g a5 Alan A galal) ol jaUail) Caee
Alaall 5 o salsiall A da jiall Caielly Jayass 4y gia
Leddl ) ol Jiaal) amy AaSlal) Ly} A2dal) Jos 5
B3l e Lele 17 Al
The demonstrations, which were held .
. - . Negative
in Baghdad and the cities of central and | Many details, a .
Show 4 . . o _ behavior of the
southern Irag, were widespread in specific description
. . . government
condemnation of the excessive violence
against demonstrators and the demand
that the ruling political class leave after
the failure it accompanied for 17 years
in running the country
50 5 il e andl el ga )
S salbing ol o i il o o 8 @l ek
Apaludl g3l Hal e 5 Canill A ya Caald Lo sl
The students participating in Baghdad
demonstrations raised the pictures of Few details, Positive behavior
Show 5 the supreme religious authority, Sayyid | general of the Iraqi
Ali Al-Sistani, and repeated slogans description protesters
confirming that October uprising youth
did not need anyone as long as Najaf's
guidance supports their peaceful
demonstrations.
V) Jsla e nt ¥ ) dpeail) Aalil) 038 pa 2SS
Ol 1A Cpninall oY 58 2 5n 5 sledls S aaly
pl el Aol umn Kl el ) 0 e Specific Negative
Show 6 S pelatin g g Ll el e ) Ot dp iption M bhg ior of th
ow o B gl L 5 L) a5 gl 5o escription Many ehavior of the
¥ details government
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Certainly, with this repressive authority,
which seeks solutions only by
repression, by killing, by ending the
presence of these protesters who
expressed their will in a civilized way in
a peaceful way did not reach the level
of violence as their pages were. The
media outlets that are paid for them by
the authority are the people's money

ALaall Al
People of the City: Ahl Al-
madina Talk Show

Selected Text

Level of the
Description

Positive\Negative
behavior of the
Iraqi
protesters\the
government

Show 7

13 98 (lSa S e 1 pall 58 138 | 31 el 58 12a
O8e S e, afiia 58 (lSa S (4o 48 giny alllay
) A gia pa 5 Gl sl e Sl 1 8
416 Wba Gl bl

This is the Iraqi, this is the Iraqi, from all
places demanding his rights, from all
places he is running out, from all places
he is demonstrating until the country
returns and returns the rights that were
robbed and that reached 16 years

Few details,
general
description

Positive behavior
of the Iraqi
protesters

Show 8

s e AU Ay o ) Canly QU ALY ik
Jlec o S0 cin o 35 18 ngha A Lgigalis
Gialls W) Gy il 8 o 0 ) iy (K Caiall
g 5 ginal) gl (a il ol e 5k
DV e il agand ) Canlla U Gl
soshle g ol oS salla Ll bl sall e (psila
ole sha i sl 4 5801 ok g ny
i po le sl Glall el Ao Cilpad s
AL (8 adaall ol el alail) e jlad

Did you see, in the days that came,
when the demonstrations came out a
few of their peace? Of course, this was
a reaction to many acts of violence, but
at the same time, see the statements
that were made, and see the number of
statements that are spread from the
concerned parties, and some politicians
claim that you are wrong. One could
feel how they are hatred of the rebels,
hatred of the citizens. The government
immediately claimed that this
revolution must be suppressed because
it became a danger, a danger for certain
figures, a danger for Iraq, a danger for
institutions, a danger for the failed
democratic regime in this country.

Many details, a
specific description

Negative
behavior of the
government
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Show 9

A abaic Y cilalu b gsa sall A Y 5
& EOB O sriay 53 agiialin (3 sa ga aglS
Uil U e dia) 5 LgiSin e jaly (31 al)

. . Few details, Positive behavior
These heroic protesters who are in the .
. . . general of the Iraqi
sit-in arenas, with their safety, can make .
description protesters

history in Irag, in the future we will
write it that we have changed the
regime in Iraq.

4. Discussion

The Use of Examples and Illustration

In this discourse feature the ideologies behind Al-Sharqyia presenters; discourse are
implemented by using some examples and illustrations. One can observe the negative
behaviors of the government throughout the following examples:

Meeting with a civic activist in the 'News Harvest' program:

elal e Jails e, (00 el g slanll (5 LAY

"3 sanall 138 (pad 3 ganal) Jgaal) iny 38 3iny Gmadl 138 3 ganall) clid) 8 cilalie yoaill sl 7y je IS e 5m 50
dalu el Giny e s s 53 5all ) als Ll Y slall L3 e L) Jole due sagal) a6l 51 Loie
JE & (san) atlag et adls g O 358 3Ll ) Ltinala slaad) (1 2503 ) Lgtinands e 138 el aisal) 5 patosas Ly
5 28T ae o2a Adalull Al VY G e Jola V) aaly, Sy eledl dsas oV 5 Cpatiaall H)aY) Gl 5 e oo
el ) ALy ey ) jlias A4 play Al

This is not an easy steadfastness, some may think that this steadfastness, staying in the
Tahrir Square is a comfortable matter, but on the contrary, everyone in the Tahrir Square
is seeking a real solution to return to his normal life and not the life that Prime Minister
Adel Abdul Mahdi called upon when he said in one of his statements that life should
return to normal, life will not return to normal with this continuous repression, which will
certainly continue with this repressive authority that seeks solutions only by repression,
by killing. To end the presence of these free protesters who expressed their will in a
civilized and peaceful way.

Another illustrative example that reveals the positive behavior of the Iraqi protesters:

"5 o Plaal pladl) claul) Go 4l Cladall g aalaall 3 alai elai el 5 sen 5 Gl s Gsuse
Clalis laie Y1 43S el (ilae pgislini o Opanainall s (3iat Clllae Gpaina) de 5 i) 5 bl doalisly) )
caallaif & J Y1y siSH aalall”,

"White shirts from university students and institutes in Baghdad responded to the call for
liberation and went with an unprecedented white extension to the central sit-in yards,
declaring their solidarity with the strikers until achieving the protesters' legitimate
demands and the victory of the uprising that began on the 1st October".

An illustrative example from 'people of the city' program shows the negative behavior of
the government:

" skl A I il el sl jallail can A e (s Ltealis i L 138 3 b Ol LESI (e e Ciial)
ON) Oy gl g 0 Al Gy el (g0 i) Binall 5 Glany Csnland) ) Caalla ) aguan il e ) )
Gla e bl sall Ll oS galls ol sl illale 5 oy e 02 5l A & jla Hha, b e Cliadd A
b e 3all ke Clnge sl e oUail Ll el alaall 8 13 Sl

Did you see, in the days that came, when the demonstrations came out a few of their
peace? Of course, this was a reaction to many acts of violence, but at the same time, see
the statements that were made, and see the number of statements that are spread from the
concerned parties, and some politicians claim that you are wrong. One could feel how
they are hatred of the rebels, hatred of the citizens. The government immediately claimed
that this revolution must be suppressed because it became a danger, a danger for certain
figures, a danger for Iraq, a danger for institutions, a danger for the failed democratic
regime in this country.

lustrative examples from the 'Silent Majority' program is showing the negative behavior
of the government:
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Masall Y slaall A sa | il 12 Jslad ) pain¥) W3 sin Lgilalay Cilga Liagl ga (e Winleae sy gy plaill A
O3S Al Jumdl LS (S Al Cigra LS S (gl Jiiie 4lSliiay 50 ) sal Aiiad) 5 Bpe sl 1368 (4 (g0 Lgadlua”
Today, there are many attempts...those who try to continue their influence on their
authority, who are also not in their interest to change the current system and change the
country's situation for the better because it is in their interest to be weak, the more
concerned the citizen is with his life problems and his daily matters, the more interests
will increase.

Another illustrative example is used for the same purpose:

Tl Sl pall el U 5 g Ll I 1l dging e Lo B 4l gl ey 50 2 ) Ll
bl gan Cilgall o sl 13 Jslat 508 GSaY) o yay o ol pallsill i Leilgdl ol JS (e ISV, gen ) o 5l
A Lgalasiud ooy e J Y1 (e s ahadinly Galia )l (oal) Gaiilly Wasy &5 aladind) @l Jadl Al ¢ geall 5 Jilall
sl Wz ) W Lol il Cannsy (3180 5 ad i o Ailaia Ll 11",

All sides today are trying as much as possible to distort and end these demonstrations in
any way...All methods were used starting from the first of October, using live bullets by
sniping, then tear gas and tear bombs which caused the death of hundreds because of
their penetration of the protesters' heads.

An illustrative example is used here to reveal the positive behavior of the Iraqi protesters:
"2 ps (e i e (g iy e i allae 03 Aaliad) UK i 5 J$ Blika), e3¢d (503 e el il L Liie S
Al 16 4w e 53,08 () siiad ) gal A gall g aiad Bae Cladi e (g Bl (oS5 Lo G Jhale Lo G g ya Le 0 3l il
Lo oo e ey (ol 80l S0l e o ol S iy sty o ol syl iy 4SS,

12 days of Internet service, and changing the features of this arena in an organizing way,
this is just like an invitation from young people to the government: 'Our government! you,
for 16 years of ruling Iraq, could not manage the country and we have young people
including a taxi driver, unemployed, graduate, tuk-tuk driver, and an illiterate who has
no testimony but only has love of the homeland and was able to change the sights of the
Tahrir Square as much as possible.

Contrast

Tackling this feature of discourse to investigate the Al-Sharqyia presenters' ideologies, the
presenters assign the positive values to the Iraqi protesters and assign the negative values
to the failed government. The following table clarifies the contrasted values of these two
conflicted parties:

The Iraqi Protesters The Government

O Lo (oS (il G Le o Liae a5 A gal) ) el ) sl 53 )8 La 2 16"
Lo ellay S 5 5aled (5 ellay La (s La i o 33 0 Lo g sa o Le Jhale
M) 5 padll Al allee e iy gl S Gl gl

12" JS3 9 palal I Aabual) 038 allaa st Gy i S (10 At 03355 (1a a9y ;
'Our government! you, for 16 years of ruling Iraq, could not

"alakas)
. . . manage the country and we have young people including a
'12 days of Internet service, and changing the features of this e .
N . taxi driver, unemployed, graduate, tuk-tuk driver, and an
arena in an organizing way' . .
illiterate who has no testimony but only has love of the
homeland and was able to change the sights of the Tahrir
Square as much as possible'

0S5 5 yaiann il il 35 AUSED L (g 5a5 1 il e

s langd) g eVEeY) Laad jide 3 ) gay alia Il | palidll e aadl) Al
e gl ) el alall iS5 5 S yaiase e 4IS 134 Calad)) Linf
(bl J8) "l Al 3 n 3ST 5 Ly s

Ay kg &yl A8y kg agla) ) 08 ge Cpdl) 1oAY Cuainall £Y 8 2525,

M a

. "Not only these two days of repression, but repression in all
"...the presence of these free protesters who expressed their . . . ]
. o its forms, repression by a sniper, bullets in general, arrests,
will in a civilized and peaceful way' . . . .
threats and kidnapping all this repression has also

continued since the beginning of the October Revolution,
and it will certainly continue with this repressive

authority," (said the activist).
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Van Dijk's ideological square model is compatible with the current study because it has
dealt with social and political issues and has analyzed Al-Sharqyia presenters' discourse
based on Van Dijk's four strategies that tend to a. emphasize the positiveness of the Iraqi
protesters; b. de-emphasize the negative Iraqi protesters' behavior; c. emphasize the
negative behavior of the government and; d. de-emphasize the positiveness of the
government.

5. Conclusion

The resullts of this study indicate the follows:

1. The study concerns the discursive analysis in which it depends on Van Dijk's discourse
features in highlighting the standpoint of the journalists' discourse.

2. The ideologies have not existed via discourse but rather they are implemented.

3. Al-Sharqyia Satellite channel presenters are not neutral but rather they have a
prejudiced ideology towards one side which is the Iraqi protesters (US) rather than the
government (Them).

5. Suggestions for Future Study

As far as discourse and pragmatics are concerned to study the ideology of language use,
ideology can be studied semiotically. It is highly useful to suggest writing research on
semiotic ideology and its implementations in objects and images and other signs of
everyday life for the next generations. People can recognize others' ideologies via their
paintings, taking photos, using objects, and other signs. Semiotic ideology alludes to
individuals' basic suppositions about what signs are, what capacities signs serve, and
what results they may deliver. Those suppositions differ across social and chronicled
settings. However, a semiotic belief system as such is anything but a sort of bogus
cognizance, nor is it something that a few people have and others don't. Or maybe, it
shows the reflexivity that is inborn to the general human sign-utilizing limit. It attaches
general semiotic procedures to explicit decisions of moral and political worth.

The researcher can study the protester's ideology by investigating the reason behind
wearing specific and symbolic clothes in a specific context. That is also associated with the
protester's society and culture. The above picture reveals An Iraqi protester dressed like a
joker and running in awe among the demonstrators as a result of the horrific and bloody
events in Tahrir Square in Baghdad. One can observe the ideology of wearing such clothes
in this particular event. Why does this Iraqi protester wear such clothes? Well, the
researchers can study the semiotic theories that concern such matters such as Barthesian
semiotic theory. Barthes theory deals with three levels of interpreting the meaning of the
signs-objects, images, words, discourse...etc, these three levels are the denotative level (the
dictionary meaning), the connotative level (the emotive and indirect meaning), and myth
level (a new meaning that forms a myth to the society who will use it). Future research
can take Barthe's semiotic theory as a model to analyze his data.

According to Barthes, the denotative meaning refers to the process of referring to the
word "Jokers" or "4 S 52" to its dictionary meaning. Thus, the meaning of Joker as a word
means a person who is fond of joking. In some movies in the cinema, he appears as a
devilish figure that does so many riots in his town and practices murder. What it helps
that the Joker's face demonically twisted and far from his own.
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